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Remembering Black July-1983… 
a living nightmare 

repression, and that the only viable solution for them was 

through national liberation. A separate civil administrative 

structure was the only way to ensure that Tamils rights 

and liberties would be protected, and ensure that Tamils 

would not be repressed, discriminated or subject to vio-

lence. 

The success of the boycott of the elections severely an-

gered the Sri-Lankan Government that sparked violence, 

and new measures. They imposed new Emergency Regu-

lations which granted the Sri-Lankan armed forces superi-

or powers. 600 Sri-Lankan soldiers were subsequently 

deployed within Jaffna, and embarked on a violent frenzy 

setting ablaze Tamil shops, businesses, houses, petrol 

stations, vehicles, looting properties and terrorizing civil-

ians.   In Vavuniya and Trincomalee, Sinhala armed forc-

es set ablaze Tamil-owned businesses, houses, schools 

and temples. Civilians were also butchered and shot. 

In response to these atrocities and murders of Tamil civil-

ians, the LTTE planned retaliation in order to let the Sri-

Lankan army know that state violence against Tamil civil-

ians would not go unpunished. Their attack of a truck 

and jeep of Sinhala soldiers killed 13 Sinhala soldiers, and 

injured 2 others. In response, 60 Tamil civilians were then 

murdered in Tinneveli and Kantharmadam the following 

day. 

However, the violence did not end there. The Sri-Lankan 

Government announced that military funerals would be 

held in the heart of Colombo for these 13 men. Large 

crowds of Sinhalese like never before gathered in Colom-

bo for the processions. However, the funerals did not 

occur as promised, instead the Sri-Lankan Government 

claimed that there was a delay in receiving the bodies, and 

that they would instead hand over the bodies to the fami-

lies. This left the crowd angry and restless, and eventually 

turned violent. Sinhalese mobs then embarked on a vio-

lent and bloody destruction of Tamil property, homes, 

and businesses in Colombo. For days, Tamil civilians 

were targeted, killed and had their property ransacked and 

looted. 3000 Tamils were murdered. 150,000 Tamils were 

left homeless and deemed refugees. 

 

While initially, the mob violence seemed to be unplanned, 

in truth, if you looked harder, it was evident that this was 

an organized pogrom to undermine Tamil economic 

strength in Colombo. The rioters all had accurate infor-

mation regarding the precise locations of Tamil civilian‘s 

homes, industries and businesses. These atrocities, mur-

ders, and looting was done in plain sight of Sri-Lankan 

forces who did not interfere in attempting to diffuse the 

situation. In fact, such violence could not have been car-

ried out without the support of the Sri-Lankan state. 

Even the call to gathering was an intentional guise. Even 

Tamil prisoners in Welikade Prison were murdered by 

fellow Sinhala inmates. Following the destruction, not 

one Sinhala political leaders offered any sympathy for the 

Tamils who were murdered, left homeless and reduced of 

their economic strength. In fact, President Jayawardane, 

commented that this was pogrom was actually fair retri-

bution. He even commented to the Daily Telegraph 

Newspaper on July 11, 1983, ―I am not worried about the 

opinion of the Jaffna people now… Now we cannot 

think of them. Not about their lives or of their opinion 

about us,‖ further highlighting that this was an organized 

event with malicious intent. 

More 

 

Black July has shaped us, Black July has changed us. It is 

impossible to read our history without understanding the 

significance of Black July. 

As an act of rejection of the existing administrative struc-

ture of the Sri-Lankan Government which undermined, 

discriminated and repressed the Tamil population, the 

Tamil people boycotted the Sri-Lankan local elections of 

May 18, 1983. Through this boycott, Tamil people 

showed the Sri-Lankan state that they would not accept 

By :Mathusan Mahalingam  

http://ctya.org/blog/remembering-black-july-an-unforgettable-night/
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Channel 4 News -Sri Lanka 'war crimes' soldiers ordered to 

'finish the job' 

He said this was interpreted by the soldiers as a licence to 
kill. He described how he had watched as Sri Lankan forces 
shot dead unarmed Tamil women and children. It is the 
first time this allegation has been made. 

The war was won by Sri Lankan government soldiers two 
years ago. The rebel leadership was virtually wiped out.  

As the army closed in, around 130,000 Tamil civilians had 
been trapped on an ever-shrinking shard of land on the 
north-east of the island alongside the besieged rebel fight-
ers, who are accused of using them as human shields. 

The Sri Lankan president said no civilians were killed by the 
army during the final assault. But the United Nations now 
believes that up 40,000 civilians were killed during the last 
few weeks of the conflict. Others estimate the toll to be 
higher. 

Most are thought to have died as a result of gun and mortar 
fire allegedly directed on them deliberately by government 

forces.   Watch Video 

Wednesday 27 July 2011  

Exclusive: two Sri Lankans who witnessed the 
violent final showdown of the country's 26-year 
civil war claim a top military commander and Sri 
Lanka's defence secretary ordered war crimes. 

One of these eyewitnesses, an army officer, accus-
es Defence Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa - the 
president's brother - of ordering Brigadier Shaven-
dra Silva to execute Tamil rebel leaders, whose 
safe surrender had been guaranteed by the presi-
dent. 

The other new witness, who was also operating 
with Brigadier Shavendra Silva's 58 Division on 
the front line  during the final assault, claims the 
Brigadier was ordered by the defence secretary "to 
finish the job by whatever means necessary. 

'Licence to kill' 

Channel 4-The Sri Lankan Soldiers ‘whose hearts turned to stone’ 

Wednesday 27 July 2011  

Exclusive: As the Sri Lankan war approached 

its endgame, 130,000 civilians were trapped 

along a small strip of beach. An eyewitness 

recalls the bloodshed that followed and how 

civilians were targeted. 

Over the last two years Channel 4 News has 

broadcast footage that the UN says constitutes 

"credible evidence of war crimes" in Sri Lanka. 

In the final stages of 26 years of civil war between 

the Sri Lankan government and the Liberation 

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE, and better known 

as the Tamil Tigers), the United Nations estimated 

up to 40,000 civilians were killed. 

"Fernando" was operating with Sri Lanka's 58 Di-

vision during the final assault. He has risked his 

life as well as the lives of his family to speak out 

about the horrors he witnessed. He told Channel 4 

News that men, women, and children were active-

ly targeted with small arms by government forces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full Article and to watch the video Click here. 

http://www.channel4.com/news/sri-lanka-war-crimes-soldiers-ordered-to-finish-the-jobC:/Users/user/Documents/ATC_BIZ_CARD_AI_Final
http://www.channel4.com/news/the-sri-lankan-soldiers-whose-hearts-turned-to-stone
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Greens Sri Lankan motion on war crimes passes unanimously 

in the Senate  

mitted during the civil conflict in Sri Lanka, and 

  (ii) that British Prime Minister, Mr David Cameron, said in 

response to the program on 15 June 2011 that, `the «Sri» 

Lankan Government needs that to be investigated, and the 

UN needs it to be investigated. We need to make sure that 

we get to the bottom of what happened, and that lessons 

are learned'; 

 (b) calls for allegations of war crimes committed by the 

Government of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of 

Tamil Eelam to be investigated and verified; 

 (c) urges the Australian Government to press the Govern-

ment of Sri Lanka to take steps for meaningful accountabil-

ity in Sri Lanka for alleged violations of international hu-

man rights and humanitarian law; and 

 (d) calls on the United Nations Human Rights Council to 

review its 2009 resolution on Sri Lanka. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Leader of the Australian Greens (Senator 

Bob Brown) amended general business notice of 

motion no. 323 by leave and, pursuant to notice 

of motion not objected to as a formal motion, 

moved—That the Senate— 

 (a) notes: 

  (i) Sri Lanka's `killing fields', which aired on Four 

Corners on Monday, 4 July 2011, contained fur-

ther shocking images of alleged war crimes com-

Public Relations Team’s Report 

Public Relations and Media 
 

Public Relations team and Political team 
worked around the clock to bring publicity to 
the documentary ‗Sri Lanka‘s Killing Fields‖ 
aired on ABC Four Corners on 4 July 2011. 
 
 
PR team did two media releases before and 
after the documentary was aired on ABC Four 
Corners. 
Following the media release ABC Radio and 
SBS Radio interviewed ATC.   

There were several other media coverage, 
opinion pieces, letters to editors and talk back 
on 3AW Radio (Melbourne). 

ABC Four Corners website in their page with link had 
the ATC website as a reference. 

Following the documentary PR team changed the 
Campaign on website for non- Tamils to be able to 
sign. It was sent via facebook, twitter etc.  

We have over 1500 who have signed the petition and 
many Members of Parliament responded positively to 
the appeal by their constituents. 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/stories/2011/07/04/3257956.htm
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/press-release/191-sri-lankas-killing-fields-on-abc-4-corners-tonight.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-07-05/footage-sparks-calls-for-sri-lanka-war-crimes-probe/2783582?section=world
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/
http://www.3aw.com.au/blogs/3aw-news-blog/sri-lankas-killing-fields/20110705-1gzvp.html
http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/content/2011/s3260535.htm
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/petition.html
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New South Wales Chapter Report 

Sri Lanka Killing Field on ABC Four Corners 

NSW political and PR teams sent emails to politi-
cians, policy makers and eminent persons asking 
them to watch the Four Corners and judge for 
them selves. 

ATC members also worked with other organisa-
tions and individuals in printing and designing 
pamphlets. 

NSW Labor Conference 

ATC representative attended the NSW Labor con-
ference held in Town Hall Sydney. Michelle Row-
land MP (Member for Greenway), Mr Ed Husic 
(Member for Chifley), Mr Nathan Rees (Member 
for Toongabbie) acknowledged ATC and watching 
the Sri Lankan Killing Fields in their speeches. 

It was also an opportunity to meet several other 
Labor members. 

Boycott Cricket 

There are several meetings and letters that are being 
sent as part of the initiative to highlight Tamil 
Community‘s concern of Australia touring Sri 
Lanka. A team is working on the initiative. 

ATC Member meets Foreign Minister Hon 
Kevin Rudd MP   

ATC member Mrs S Sribalan attended the Labor 
branch meeting in Auburn to which Hon Foreign 
Minister was the guest speaker. Mrs Sribalan got an 
opportunity to ask a question on Australia‘s stand 
on Sri Lanka‘s human rights violations.  

ATC representatives and members meet Hon 
Julie Bishop MP-Shadow Foreign Minister 

A few ATC representatives and members attended 
an event hosted by the Australian Institute of Inter-
national Affairs -: Coalition Foreign Policy and 
Hon Julie Bishop was the guest speaker. It was an 
ideal forum as all the attendees were learned on 
foreign policy. 

ATC representative was given an opportunity to 
ask a question and had a brief discussion on the 
issue after the meeting. 

The question seeking clarification of the coalition‘s poli-
cy to uphold human rights and rule of Sri Lanka after the 
shocking documentary ― Sri Lanka‘s Killing Field‖ and 
the appalling report from ICG and UN expert panel on 
LLRC that it lacks credibility, independence and has no 
judicial powers and if the Coalition would support an 
International Independent Enquiry. 

Him Julie Bishop stated that the documentary was hor-
rific and disturbing and UN needs to show the way. If 
Mr Ban Ki Moon after LLRC reports calls for an Inde-
pendent investigations Coalition would support any ave-
nues. 

Christmas in July with Michelle Rowland MP –
Member for Greenway and Hon Tony Burke MP 

A group of ATC representatives attended the Christmas 
in July fundraiser organised at Blacktown Workers‘s Club 
to your Tamil Community‘s support. 

We were also able to have a brief discussion with Hon 
Tony Burke MP, Minister for Sustainability, Environ-
ment. 
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ATC representatives attended Ms Michelle Rowland’s luncheon 

with Hon Tony Burke MP—Minister for Environment and 

sustainability 
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ROWLAND CALLS ON ETHNIC COMMUNITIES 

TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF UPCOMING CENSUS  

Ms Rowland particularly stressed the importance of making sure the Tamil community in Australia identify them-

selves as Tamils in the upcoming census, to continue the community push to work towards a peaceful reconcilia-

tion in Sri Lanka.  

―I know there is a large Tamil population in my electorate and in the wider Australian community, but the Tamil 

community must take this opportunity to ensure they are officially recognised as Tamil people in Australia,‖ Ms 

Rowland said.  
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Political  Team Report 
ABC Four Corners “ Sri Lanka’s Killing Fields” 
watched by over 600,000 
 
ATC political team contacted all federal Parliamen-
tarians, most of the state Parliamentarians, key poli-
cy makers and eminent persons (including academ-
ics and church leaders) to alert them about the 
screening of the Four Corners program.  The team 
also worked in collaboration with other activist 
groups in promoting awareness about the docu-
mentary prior to its screening.  A few chapters also 
had private screenings for targeted groups interest-
ed in human rights. 
 
Several politicians from all three political parties 
reacted strongly to the documentary, and called for 
independent and credible investigation into the 
allegations.  ―Four Corners tonight on Sri Lanka 
deeply disturbing. UN Human Rights Council can't 
simply push this to one side. Action needed. 
KRudd‖, tweeted Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd 
after watching the ‗Killing Fields of Sri Lanka‘ on 
ABC1 on July 4th.  "No-one watching this program 
could emerge from that undisturbed and we don't 
either" he remarked on ABC‘s PM programme the 
following day. 
 
It is important to note that Australia has finally 
broken its long silence on war crimes, and has 
called the UN Human Rights Council to re-
investigate war crimes committed during the last 
stages of the war.  Such a call is not only timely, but 
also shows a path forward to address this serious 
and compelling issue.  A motion to this effect, initi-
ated by Sen. Bob Brown, passed unanimously in 
the Senate.  These events collectively indicate a 
shift in the public sentiment as well as official gov-
ernment position.  While this is pleasing to an ex-
tent, more work is needed to achieve tangible out-
comes from these changed circumstances. 
 
ATC supports TNA 
 
TNA has consistently won elections in N-E Sri 
Lanka and the huge win it recently achieved during 
the council elections once again proved TNA as the 
authentic representatives of the Tamil people living 
in Sri Lanka.  It is important that we develop strong 
links with TNA with the objective of working to-
wards a just and fair solution to our long-suffering 
people.  With this aim ATC supported TNA‘s elec-
tion efforts by donating money which was collected 
from our members and other well-wishers. 
 

Boycott Cricket 
 
ATC prepared an appeal to this effect and approached 
key personalities associated with Australian cricket with 
this appeal and the Channel 4 documentary to articulate 
the concerns of the Tamil Community regarding the up-
coming Australian cricket tour of Sri Lanka.  
We have also discussed this issue with several eminent 
Australians, and our efforts on this are continuing. 
 
CHOGM 2011 in Perth 
 
We have sent submissions to the Eminent Persons 
Group (EPG) of the Commonwealth requesting that 
considerations be given to temporarily suspend Sri Lanka 
from the family of Commonwealth pending its compli-
ance with internationally accepted human rights norms. 
Our team continues to work with politicians and other 
eminent Australians in pursuing all viable options regard-
ing this. 
 
 
Commonwealth Games 2018 
Letters highlighting the atrocities committed by the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka during the last stages of the war 
and Channel 4 documentary DVDs were sent to all 71 
countries of the Commonwealth federation in support of 
the Gold Coast bid for the 2018 games. 
 
 
ACTU met with Hon Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd 
and discussed the need for an independent investi-
gations for Sri Lankan war crimes 
 
NSW political team met with Australian Council of 
Trade Union (ACTU) and with ongoing relationship 
with the branch of ALP –The Subcontinent Friends of 
Labor gave ATC‘s submission on the pressing need for 
an international mechanism to investigate war crimes in 
Sri Lanka which was discussed by the ACTU President -
Ms Ged Kearney ,Secretary Mr. Jeff Lawrence. 
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Queensland Chapter Report 
Assistance to New Arrivals in Community Deten-
tion Centres 

ATC members are actively involved in providing a wel-
coming environment and support for new arrivals cur-
rently in community detention in Brisbane. Members 
regularly visit families, organise transport and render 
other assistance as and when needed. 

Immigration Forum, Wednesday 13 July 2011  

ATC members attended the forum. Hon. Teresa Gam-
baro MP and Hon Scott Morrison MP, Shadow Immi-
gration Minister were guest speakers at the event. 

 

A multicultural dinner with the Minister for Immi-
gration and Citizenship the Hon Chris Bowen MP. 

Friday 15 July 2011 hosted by Member for Moreton Mr. 
Graham Perrett MP. 

ATC members attended the dinner and it was a good 
opportunity to discuss refugee issues with Minister and 
provided a submission for his consideration. 

 

 Joint Standing Committee on Migration 

Public hearing on 'Multiculturalism', QLD Parliament 
House, 11TH July. ATC representatives parrticipated in 
the hearing. Panel members were:Hon Teresa Gam-
baraMP (QLD), Maria VamvakinouMP (Vic) and Tony 
ZappiaMP  (SA) 

Sri Lanka’s Killing Field “road show” 

In partnership with the following organisations ATC 
has screened the documentary. 

Amnesty on the 8th June - St. Paul's Anglican 
Church, 124 Brisbane St, Ipswich – Guest speaker fed-
eral MP Mr Shayne Neumann. 

Socialist Alliance – 23rd June 

Sri Lanka Justice Forum  sent copies to Queensland 
churches 

Catholic-Just and Peace Branches 

Anglican: Social responsibility committees 

Uniting Church: International Missions 

 

Victorian Chapter Report 

A portion of Victorian Chapter‘s fundraising efforts 

from the musical concert was donated to the Flood 

appeal  by Social Welfare Organisation (SWO) in Bat-

ticaloa.  

SWO maintains two orphanages in Chettipalayam and 

Thirupalukamam and care for 112 children. Due to 

the severe flooding in these areas the children lost all 

their belonging and were displaced. 

Our small contribution with members of ATC sup-

porting the fundraising efforts were appreciated by 

SWO. 

Support to TNA 

Victorian chapter also contributed to the fundraising 

for the TNA elections. With the landslide win of TNA 

we have a sense of achievement we have played a part 

in their victory. 
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NATURAL ALLIES 

By Ram Mohan 

Natural Allies mean those who have common interests. 

This concept implies the underlying basis of Collectivism 

though Oxford Dictionary wants us to confine collectiv-

ism to common ownership of property. 

The undue importance of collective ownership as the 

only form of collectivism and the encouragement of In-

dividualism as a desirable ideology in society is to deny 

the more important aspect of Collectivism in Consensus 

Politics which is the highest form of developed con-

scious politics. 

In reality, Collectivism is practiced by the oppressors 

without much advertisement so that the oppressed will 

not know of it while at the same time preventing all ave-

nues of Collectivism by the oppressed.  

When Imperialism started decaying after the two World 

Wars, it resorted to collectivism of Natural Allies and the 

first one was NATO.  Though there were other Military 

blocks like SEATO and CENTO which were disbanded 

later, NATO was developed to this day. There were oth-

er forms of Collectivism of Natural Allies from the Eu-

ropean Union to Chambers of commerce and trade.  

The Vietnam War and more recently the Iraq war, the 

Afghanistan war and even the Eelam war against Eelam 

Tamils were fought by Collectives of Natural Allies of 30

-40 governments. The same goes for War in Libya. Even 

in the Economic Front, we had WTO, G7, G8, G20 and 

the like which are based on Collectivism of Natural al-

lies. The Imperialist Decay was arrested by the strength-

ening of the Globalised Capital which tore apart oppos-

ing Collectivism of Natural Allies like the Soviet Union, 

the Warsaw Pact and even the Non Aligned Movement. 

Even the Globalised Capital could NEITHER withstand 

the underlying World Economic Crisis NOR withstand 

the repercussions of the Environment which was ex-

ploited without any consideration since the beginning of 

the Industrial Revolution. So even lesser economically 

efficient but structurally more stable GLOBALISED 

ESTABLISHMENTS, of the World in the grouping of 

Natural Allies called the UN under the Leadership of the 

VETO Powers,  have become the strongest expression 

of Consensus Politics of Oppression.  Is it any wonder 

that China is bailing out the USA with more than $3 tril-

lion credit while individual Establishments are bailing 

out private Capital Companies thought as Champions of 

a Free World via Free Market? 

While Collectivism and Consensus Politics of Natural 

Allies for oppression are being fully developed, the op-

pressed are being CONSISTENTLY DENIED the op-

portunities for Collectivism and Consensus Politics.  It 

is common knowledge that Trade Union Activities are 

the most curtailed everywhere at all times and that is the 

worst attack on Collectivism of the oppressed peoples. 

Examples are infinite but some are more worth men-

tioning. My Palestinian friends in the UAE used to tell 

me that if more than 5 of them met anywhere, soon the 

police will be there in that ―friendly‖ country of theirs 

whereas no such restrictions on us. My response was 

that it is the same story for us in ―Mother‖ India and 

that we had very many difficulties in getting a visa to go 

there even after becoming citizens of other countries. 

Another example centers around the Rights of Eelam 

Tamils. The whole world sheds Crocodile tears for our 

Individual Human Rights even though such rights are 

never defined and are less in value than that of a person 

in Tibet or in Zimbabwe and now in Libya or Syria. But 

everybody turns the other side when it comes to our 

Collective Rights, particularly the Right of Self determi-

nation of the Tamil speaking Nation. The Lanka SAMA 

SAMAJA Party denied it. JVP (forget about UNP or 

UFPA) denied it. Only the Communist Party when it 

was under the then growing International Communist 

Movement recognized it even before independence (i.e. 

before the formation of the Federal Party). Now among 

the Sinhalese, ONLY Dr Vickremabahu and his NSSP 

recognizes this Right of Self Determination. Others do 

not think that Right of Self Determination of a Nation 

is as important as Human Right of an individual.  It is 

worthwhile to remember that Language, Technology 

and Collectivism are the three Salient Features distin-

guishing MAN from ANIMAL. 

Thus the oppressed are deprived of the opportunity for 

Collectivism and further the opportunity for Conscious 

Political Development  is denied to the vast majority 

first by making them to work till they are tired for bare 

survival and the few who could find some leisure time 

are seduced by attractive diversions which includes be-
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trayal of their kind. Thus Natural allies among the op-

pressed are denied opportunities for collectivism and   

conscious development of politics resulting in Poverty of 

Consensus Politics among the oppressed. 

Thus the oppressors are not only rich in stolen (anything 

accumulated other than by one‘s labour is stolen—a 

modern version of Karma) property, wealth and re-

sources but also rich in Consensus Politics which enables 

them to PREVENT CHANGE. But the oppressed 

needs CHANGE without being fooled by representa-

tives of the oppressor using the same word simply to 

gain power and preventing Change once they are in 

Power. The only GATEWAY for any oppressed is the 

Development of Consensus Politics among the Natural 

Allies. 

Who are our friends and who are our enemies are the 

key questions that have to be carefully answered by any 

movement or struggle. Eelam National Liberation is no 

exception. We have to note that NATURAL ALLIES 

ARE ONLY POTENTIAL BUT STABLE FRIENDS 

whereas friends around us may very well include agents 

of the Enemy. The agents of the enemy may be from the 

enemy ranks as well as from the ranks of our Natural 

Allies. We need to keep this in mind all the time while 

trying to maximize the number of friends. We can en-

sure this only by a well knit and disciplined organization. 

This is very important in the Homeland where you could 

be under attack from the Enemy in any corner as hap-

pened by the Deep Penetration Units attacks by the En-

emy. In the Diaspora environment, we could be more 

relaxed as the role of the Diaspora is only to ASSIST by 

providing a favourable international environment mainly 

by convincing our Natural Allies for Solidarity and de-

velopment of Consensus Politics. 

Our Natural Allies include other Nations without State 

in particular and the oppressed peoples in general. In-

deed this catchment is almost the entire population of 

the World as the oppressors are only a handful BUT 

they control the resources of the World and all the Es-

tablishments of the World. WE CAN ONLY BE SE-

LECTIVE IN OUR LINKAGES because of limited 

manpower and resources and therefore need to work on 

the basis of priorities. However we need to ensure that 

our linkages do not send the wrong signal to our Natural 

Allies as well as to the Globalised Establishments. We 

need to understand that our Enemy is part of the Global 

Establishments and therefore the other Establishments 

will be his Natural Allies. Yet we need not provoke the 

Establishments to unite against us but rather make use 

of geopolitical contradictions and geopolitical develop-

ments to our advantage. This will very much depend on 

our standing among our Natural Allies as well as how 

we deal with the different Establishments. The adage 

that you are judged by the company you keep, applies to 

political relationships as well.  The best is an open mind 

to be in touch with all but developing relationships 

based on favourable results to the cause and making a 

clear distinction between relationship with political lead-

ers and relationship with people. We should never be in 

a tied up relationship with any particular Power or a 

particular group of Establishments as it would make 

those Establishments to take us for granted (what the 

West and India have done) and ignore us but making 

the other Establishments to think that we are on their 

opposite side. Like now, we will be neither here nor 

there without any friends. 

 Finally we should take into account geopolitical devel-

opments and likely Global Changes. It appears that the 

(Indian) sub continental Region is likely to be the area 

for the next major Global change and we need to gear 

ourselves to that. The important conclusion should be 

to keep clear of the Indian Establishment but develop 

closer relationships and Solidarity with peoples and Na-

tions without State in the region particularly Tamilnadu. 

This incidentally helps us very much in the number 

game which matters for Powerful countries looking for 

consumption market. The consumption market of Ta-

milnadu and Eelam will be 5 times that of Sri Lanka. 

While this being the main overall priority, we in the Di-

aspora who are spread across the World look closer 

home for Natural Allies and develop Solidarity with 

them. It is important to remember that fight against 

oppression anywhere helps the oppressed everywhere 

because the Enemy of all oppressed peoples is GLOB-

ALISED. 

The views expressed are those of the author and do 

not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 
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Global Tamil Forum  

TAMIL APPG AND GLOBAL TAMIL FORUM PAR-

LIAMENTARY RECEPTION RALLIES SUPPORT 

FOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE IN SRI LANKA 

 A packed reception in the British Parliament on July 

5th highlighted the level of support amongst parlia-

mentarians and key decision-makers for truth, account-

ability and justice in Sri Lanka. 

  

Hosted by Hon. Lee Scott MP and Hon. Siobhain 

McDonagh MP, Chair and Vice-Chair of the All Party 

Parliamentary Group for Tamils (APPG – T), and facil-

itated by the Global Tamil Forum (GTF), the event 

was attended by over 40 Members of Parliament in-

cluding Government Ministers, Shadow Ministers, MPs 

and Lords. A number of representatives from leading 

NGOs, Embassies and High Commissions in London, 

as well as British, Tamil, Sinhala and Indian media or-

ganisations were also in attendance. Many senior fig-

ures from the Tamil community in the UK and around 

the world were present also. 

 A background slideshow displayed photos and quotes 

depicting the plight of Tamils in Sri Lanka since the 

end of the war in 2009 and international responses to 

the prevailing situation and emerging evidence of war 

crimes and crimes against humanity. Commenting on 

the powerful images and messages on those screens, 

one senior foreign diplomat remarked that the captions 

are a testament of her country's commitment to press-

ing the Government of Sri Lanka on issues concerning 

accountability and reconciliation in order to achieve 

lasting peace on the island. 

  

Speaking on behalf of the Government, Hon. Alistair 

Burt MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 

the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, emphasised 

that reconciliation and long-lasting peace in Sri Lanka 

could only be achieved through a credible and inde-

pendent investigation into the allegations of war crimes 

committed during the final stages of Sri Lanka‘s mili-

tary conflict. 

  

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Busi-

ness Innovation and Skills and former Liberal Demo-

crat Foreign Affairs Spokesman, Hon. Edward Davey 

MP, reiterated his support for the European Union‘s 

on-going withdrawal of GSP+ trade concessions with 

Sri Lanka, in light of the poor human rights situation 

on the island. He gave his assurance that he would 

continue to work with the Tamil community in the UK 

to further the case for justice and peace in Sri Lanka. 

He also called on building an international coalition to 

mobilise international support for a political solution in 

Sri Lanka. 

 Hon. Emma Reynolds MP, Shadow Minister for 

South Asia, stated that there should be an international 

element to the investigations into the allegations of war 

crimes, in order to ensure a credible and transparent 

accountability process. Having visited the island in Oc-

tober 2010, Ms Reynolds said she had come away with 

a number of great concerns regarding the resettlement 

of displaced people and the treatment of arbitrarily 

detained alleged former combatants in Sri Lanka‘s re-

habilitation centres. 

 A Senior Advocacy Officer for Amnesty International 

UK called for an international investigation into the 

serious violations of international humanitarian and 

human rights law during Sri Lanka‘s civil war and high-

lighted the inadequacy of the Sri Lankan Govern-

ment‘s Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation  Commis-

sion (LLRC) in addressing accountability or justice due 

to the limitations of its independence and mandate. He 

raised fears about the continuing persecution of civil-

ians, which includes a number of cases of enforced 

disappearances, and the inability of NGOs to operate 

freely on the island. 

 Speaking on behalf of the Global Tamil Forum, Presi-

dent Rev. Dr S.J. Emmanuel called on Members of 

Parliament in Britain and around the world to support 

the establishment of an independent, international ac-

countability mechanism and to ensure that the plight 

of the Tamil people in Sri Lanka is never forgotten. 

  

Rt. Hon. David Miliband, the former Foreign Secre-

tary, speaking to the UK reporter Ms. Neha Bhatnagar 

of the Indian television network Headlines Today, 

which is a part of the India Today Group, said that the 

international community must act on the conclusions 

of the UN Panel Report as the evidence of war crimes 

committed by both parties are overwhelming. Inci-

dentally, it is the same television network which will be 

broadcasting the British Channel 4 documentary ‗Sri 

Lanka‘s Killing Fields‘ in India from Thursday, 7 July 

for three days. 
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Global Tamil Forum  

Providing the note of thanks, Mr. Suren Surendiran, 

Spokesperson for Global Tamil Forum, praised the 

APPG-T, the British Government, British MPs and 

Lords, International Media, international NGOs and 

Governments and political parties around the world for 

calling for a proper process of accountability in Sri 

Lanka. The gratitude extended to Channel 4 for their 

ground-breaking ‗Sri Lanka‘s Killing Fields‘ documen-

tary was commended with a roar of applause by all 

those in attendance. 

 The Global Tamil Forum will continue to engage par-

liamentarians, key decision-makers and interested par-

ties around the world to sustain international pressure 

to ensure that truth, accountability and justice will pre-

vail in Sri Lanka.      

GTF President Rev Dr SJ  Emmanuel addressing the 

reception 

British  Minister for South Asia, Hon Mr. Alistair Burt MP 

addressing reception Rt Hon Mr. Milliband MP, Former British Foreign Secretary 

talking to Rev Dr S J Emmanuel –President GTF  

Hon Ms  Siobhan McDonagh MP, Vice Chair Tamil APPG 
Cultural show by refugee children at the historic charity dinner  

which raised 1 million Malaysian Ringgit to support  humanitarian 

efforts of Tamil Forum Malaysia 



In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles and feedback to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Disclaimer : The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

―Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace‖                            

Mission 

―The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ‖                            

Objective 

―As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through ‗Collective Global Tamil‘ action to institute and educate people on Tamils‘ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ‖ 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 
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